Introduced by Council Members Brown, Alvarez, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad and Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-330
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JACK GILLRUP FOR HIS YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE ON BEHALF OF CITIZENS WITH DISABILITIES UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Jack Gillrup was first appointed by the City as Chief of the Disabled Services Division in July 1991 and currently ranks as the longest continuously-serving division chief holding the same position in the City government; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Gillrup’s division was and continues to be charged with the implementation and enforcement of the then-new Americans With Disabilities Act enacted by Congress in 1990; and


WHEREAS, under Jack Gillrup’s leadership, the Disabled Services Division has been a forceful and effective advocate for the rights of persons with disabilities and has brought about many changes that have bettered the lives of that portion of our citizenry; and 


WHEREAS, examples of the Division’s advocacy efforts under Mr. Gillrup’s leadership include the creation of ACCESS, a television show devoted to issues of disability and accessibility, the purchase of special Beach Cruzr wheelchairs for disabled patrons to use at Jacksonville’s beaches, and a continuing effort to encourage Jacksonville’s private businesses to adhere to the accessibility standards of the Americans With Disabilities Act, particularly as it relates to parking and entrance door issues; and


WHEREAS, Jack Gillrup was instrumental in organizing the participation of the community of persons with disabilities and advocating forcefully for improvements to the community transportation system that serves persons who cannot use the regular JTA bus service, eventually resulting in the provision of that service by the JTA itself; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Gillrup was Jacksonville’s first and only Americans With Disabilities Act Coordinator and, as such, reviewed and consulted on hundreds of millions of dollars of construction and renovations for the River City Renaissance and Better Jacksonville projects to assure all were as accessible as possible under the then-brand new ADA building codes; and


WHEREAS, Jack Gillrup conceived and authored the ordinance that created the Jim Brady Scholarship program, which has provided college scholarships, funded entirely by people fined for illegally parking in Disabled Parking spaces, for several dozen local high school graduates with disabilities since 1992; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Gillrup has announced his retirement from the City after 16 years of dedicated and effective service, and his years of service merit commendation and thanks; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City hereby honors and commends Jack Gillrup, Chief of the City’s Disabled Services Division, for his many years of dedicated and effective service on behalf of Jacksonville’s citizens with disabilities on the occasion of his retirement, and wishes him many more years of health and happiness in his new phase of life.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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